Match Secretary’s Report 2008
 

Summer Lightning
8 teams competed in last summer’s summer lightning which was won by Clifton, who finished ahead of Downend and Horfield on game points.  This set the pattern for the coming season.
League Divisional winners
With the introduction of a new Division Five and the new format of teams of four in the bottom two divisions there was a welcome increase of  9 teams joining the league making a total of 47 in total.

Division 1 A very strong Clifton A team retained their title amassing 34 pts and only dropping 2 points all season with an incredible games points tally of 85.5. maybe a record tally?  Downend A and Horfield A had to settle for 2nd and 3rd place after enjoying a good season.  At the other end of the Division, Keynsham A and University A struggled to pick up points.  Clevedon A having lost their two strongest players in Peter Chaplin & Jeremy Hart finished in a respectable position in mid table ahead of Bath A.
Division 2 was won by Horfield B on 27pts with Downend C finishing in second place not far ahead of Horfield C !  The two University teams found it tough going and finished in the bottom two places.
Division 3 was won by Grendel B who finished 3 pts ahead of Yate A at the top in a very competitive Division.
Division 4 was won by Thornbury A on 24pts from 15 played.  Harambee showed their strength by competing well all season and finishing in second place.
Division 5 included a late arrival in Horfield D who justified their inclusion by winning the majority of their games and finishing in a strong first place.
A mention for some of our new clubs – Clifton College & Bristol Grammar School who entered 2 teams each in the lower divisions and competed well, and the return of Bath University and Thornbury.
Knockout winners
The League Knockout was spectacularly won by Horfield  in a late show at Clifton’s venue with some good finishes in games that went the distance, profited from the introduction of quickplay finishes.

The Minor Knockout also went to Horfield after another close match was settled on bottom board with players running short of time.
Alan Ashby
The winner of the Alan Ashby competition this season goes to Chris Dorrington ( Bath University )(14) closely followed by Duncan Grossett ( Clifton ) (14) who achieved the same score but used one extra game.

Note: The points tally takes into account only games played for the registered team. 
Who is on Form ?

Players that have excelled this season include Gareth Morris & Duncan Grossett ( Clifton A ), Ian Ponter ( Downend B ), Patrick Flexman ( Grendel B ), Paul Johnson ( Hanham A ), Billy Harris ( Clifton D ), Michael May ( University A ), and well done to John Richards ( Horfield  A ) and Bob Downing ( Clifton D ) for remaining unbeaten throughout the whole season.
Statistics
The Grading thresholds for next season 2008 – 2009 will be very similar to the ones we have just had.

 (1-2)(2-3)(3-4)(4-5)(5-6) - Divisions

145,  108,   92,  71         Last Season
144,  106,   91,  77,  54   New Season

Grading
All games played in the league and the knockout will soon be sent to the ECF for Grading in time for the new published list that comes out in August.
Results sheets
I get many results sent in now via email and this probably accounts for over half of all results.  This has enabled me to update results quickly and has worked well.  It is important for captains to keep a record of results as a backup.
Website
The League Website at www.chessit.co.uk has now been online now since October 2005 and is now approaching 100,000 hits with over a third of this figure coming in the last 12 months alone.  I have added where time allows many games from local congresses and intend to add more databases over the coming months.  The Forum has made a welcome return spam free thank god ! and anyone connected with the Bristol League is welcome to make their own contribution online as long as they don’t moan too much or abuse anyone ! 
David Tipper

E mail:  Chessit@blueyonder.co.uk
Website address:  www.chessit.co.uk
Finally please note my new address which will be in the new handbook and on the Contacts link on the website. 

