THE STEVE BONIFACE MEMORIAL TROPHY

Did you know that this trophy is open to all Bristol League players?

The trophy is presented to the player who makes the most enterprising attack in a standard time control game played either at the Steve Boniface Memorial Congress, or in a league or cup game.

It is not a “best game prize”.

The trophy was inaugurated to take into account two of Steve’s favourite things; attacking chess and real ale!

The prize consists of an engraved beer tankard and a pint bottle of real ale.

Winners so far:

2008-09  Graham Strickland (Horfield)

2009-10  David Peters  (Clevedon)

2010-11  Christian Brown (Bath)

So, if you’re proud of an attack, send it in to the match secretary. At the time of judging, the identities of the players involved are not known, neither is it known which division they play in, or at what level. Only one of the winners so far was playing in division one, so there’s hope for us all!

The Steve Boniface Tankard Trophy Match for Best Attack
Christian Brown ( Bath Chess Club ) received the above trophy for the following game as White played in a Division One match for Bath A against Clevedon A last November.

The Sicilian Dragon is a popular choice at club level and leads to very double edged play where both sides are attacking on either wing and it is usually a question of who delivers mate first.  A Complex struggle ensues where both sides are looking for sacrifices to keep the attack going and tactics are rife.

Brown,Christian - Strong,Chris [B77]  1 - 0

Clevedon A v Bath A ( Board 5 )  Division 1, 15th November 2010

[Annotations - Tipper,Dave]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 7.f3 0–0 8.Bc4 Nc6 9.Nde2 Bd7 10.Qd2 Qa5 11.0–0–0 Rfc8 12.Bb3 Ne5 13.h4 Nc4 14.Bxc4 Rxc4 15.h5 Nxh5 16.Bd4 Nf6 17.g4 Rac8 18.Qe3 b5 19.Rd2 b4 20.Nb1 Qxa2 21.c3 a5 22.Bxf6 Bxf6 23.Qh6 a4 24.Qxh7+ Kf8 25.g5 Bg7 26.Nf4 a3 27.Rdh2 axb2+ 
[27...Bxc3! breaks through white's defences 28.bxc3 Rxc3+ 29.Nxc3 Rxc3+ 30.Kd1 Qb1+ 31.Kd2 Qb2+ 32.Ke1 Rc1#] 

28.Kd2 bxc3+ 29.Ke2 Diagram
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We now reach an interesting position where the white king is running for safety and now white threatens to win by force with the simple Q x B and mate in 3, or even Qh8+ and again using both Rooks to deliver mate.
Black now has two continuations that do win but are not easy to find.  
Can you find them ?
29...e6? 

[29...Bh3! giving up the Bishop to block the h file and providing an escape square for the black king on d7 30.Rxh3 Ke8 31.Qxg7 c2 if Black is careful to avoid the traps he will win comfortably but the following variations demonstrate how complex the position is and how easy it is to go wrong.

32.Rh8+ (32.Nd5 c1Q 33.Qxf7+ Kd7 (33...Kxf7?? 34.Rh7+ Ke8 (34...Ke6 35.Rxe7#) 35.Rxe7+ Kd8 36.Rh8#) 34.Nb6+ Kc6–+) 32...Kd7 33.Rxc8 (33.Qxf7? Rxe4+ 34.fxe4 Qxf7 loses the Queen) 33...c1Q and Black with two Queens will win comfortably.

29...Rxe4+! 30.fxe4 Bg4+ 31.Kf2 (31.Ke3 leads to mate in 6 31...Qa7+ 32.Kd3 Qd4+ 33.Kc2 Qxe4+ 34.Kb3 Rb8+ 35.Ka2 Qc4+ 36.Ka3 Ra8#) 31...Bh5 again Black blocks the h file with his Bishop 32.Nxh5 gxh5 33.Rxh5 c2–+ 34.Qf5 (34.Qxg7+ doesn’t quite work as the King runs to safety 34...Kxg7 35.Rh7+ Kg6 36.R1h6+ Kxg5 37.Rh5+ Kf4 38.Rh4+ Ke5 39.R7h5+ Ke6–+ and the Black king easily finds a safe haven) 34...Bd4+ (34...c1Q?? 35.Rh8+ Bxh8 36.Rxh8+ Kg7 37.Qh7#) 35.Kf3 Qb3+ 36.Kg4 Qe6 37.Rh8+ Bxh8 38.Rxh8+ Kg7 39.Rxc8 Qxf5+ 40.exf5 cxb1Q–+; 

29...e5!? 30.Nxg6+ looks unclear;   29...c2 ?? runs into  30.Qxg7+ Kxg7 31.Rh7+ Kf8 32.Rh8+ Kg7 33.R1h7#]  29...Ke8?? fails to 30.Qg8+ Bf8 31 Qxf8
30.Nxg6++- [30.Qxg7+ here the Queen sacrifice also works 30...Kxg7 31.Rh7+ Kf8 32.Rh8+ Ke7 33.Nxg6+!] 
30...fxg6   [30...Ke8 leads to mate 31.Qg8+ Bf8 32.Qxf8#] 

31.Qh8+ Kf7?   [31...Ke7 32.Qxg7+ Kd8 33.Rh7 Qa4 and the game continues with Black let off the hook] 

32.Qxg7+ Diagram
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32...Kxg7 33.Rh7+ with mate following next move 1–0
